
How sarcoma/GIST research & 
expert care are “organized” in Italy



Organization of care



Historical migration for medical care
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How many Sarcoma MTDs

1. INT/Galeazzi – Milan (Bone Tumors, STS and GIST)
2. Rizzoli/S.Orsola - Bologna (Bone Tumors, STS and GIST)
3. Rozzano - Humanitas (STS and GIST)
4. Careggi – Florence (Bone Tumors and STS)
5. IOV – Padova (Bone Tumors and STS)
6. CRO – Aviano (STS and GIST)
7. Candiolo – Turin (STS and GIST)
8. IFO – Rome (Bone Tumors and STS)
9. Campus – Rome (STS and GIST)
10. IRST – Meldola (STS and GIST)



Italian reference pathologist is in Treviso…



Organization of research



1997
start of the activity
Oct 2002
formal established

No profit organization

www.italiansarcomagroup.org



70 Centers

• 16 National Institutes

• 13 Universities

• 41 Hospitals

Italian Sarcoma Group

279 members
(May 2017)
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 ONCOLOGY

Adult 

Pediatric 

 SURGERY

 Orthopedic 

 General 

 Thoracic 

 Gynecologic

 Plastic 

Members disciplines

 PATHOLOGY

 BIOLOGY

 RADIOTHERAPY

 RADIOLOGY 

 PSICOLOGY

 EPIDEMIOLOGY

 ANESTESIOLOGY

 STUDY COORDINATOR

 GIORNALIST

 PATIENTS

From 2007 associate member of Alleanza Contro il Cancro
(Alliance Against Cancer)



Italian Sarcoma Group core activities

• Publication (55 from 1999)

• Sarcoma’s Guideline

• Scientific Committee

• Clinical Trial Unit

• Partnership & Cooperation

• EU projects

Scientific 
Activity:

• Projects in collaboration with 

patients advocacy groups

• ISG- ONLUS

Patient  Advocacy 
Activity:



Clinical Trial Activity

30 Ongoing/opening trials (31Dec17)

 21 interventional (8 internationals)

>190 participating centers

>  1450  enrolled patients

9 observational

> 150 participating centers

> 2100  included patients

14 financially supported



How many support clinical research

1. INT/Galeazzi – Milan (Bone Tumors, STS and GIST)
2. Rizzoli/S.Orsola - Bologna (Bone Tumors, STS and GIST)
3. Rozzano - Humanitas (STS and GIST)
4. Careggi – Florence (Bone Tumors and STS)
5. IOV – Padova (Bone Tumors and STS)
6. CRO – Aviano (STS and GIST)
7. Candiolo – Turin (STS and GIST)
8. IFO – Rome (Bone Tumors and STS)
9. Campus – Rome (STS and GIST)
10. IRST – Meldola (STS and GIST)



How many support translational/basic 
research
1. INT/Galeazzi – Milan (Bone Tumors, STS and GIST)
2. Rizzoli/S.Orsola - Bologna (Bone Tumors, STS and GIST)
3. Rozzano - Humanitas (STS and GIST)
4. Careggi – Florence (Bone Tumors and STS)
5. IOV – Padova (Bone Tumors and STS)
6. CRO – Aviano (STS and GIST)
7. Candiolo – Turin (STS and GIST)
8. IFO – Rome (Bone Tumors and STS)
9. Campus – Rome (STS and GIST)
10. IRST – Meldola (STS and GIST)



How many support industry-led studies 
requiring translational research
1. INT/Galeazzi – Milan (Bone Tumors, STS and GIST)
2. Rizzoli/S.Orsola - Bologna (Bone Tumors, STS and GIST)
3. Rozzano - Humanitas (STS and GIST)
4. Careggi – Florence (Bone Tumors and STS)
5. IOV – Padova (Bone Tumors and STS)
6. CRO – Aviano (STS and GIST)
7. Candiolo – Turin (STS and GIST)
8. IFO – Rome (Bone Tumors and STS)
9. Campus – Rome (STS and GIST)
10. IRST – Meldola (STS and GIST)



How many run sarcoma studies

1. INT/Galeazzi – Milan (Bone Tumors, STS and GIST)

2. Rizzoli/S.Orsola - Bologna (Bone Tumors, STS and GIST)

3. Rozzano - Humanitas (STS and GIST)

4. Careggi – Florence (Bone Tumors and STS)

5. IOV – Padova (Bone Tumors and STS)

6. CRO – Aviano (STS and GIST)

7. Candiolo – Turin (STS and GIST)

8. IFO – Rome (Bone Tumors and STS)

9. Campus – Rome (STS and GIST)

10. IRST – Meldola (STS and GIST)

11. Few minor ones



Where sarcoma patients are initially treated

• Osteosarcoma: 90/120 (75%!)

• Ewing Sarcoma: 50/60 (80%!)

• Soft Tissue Sarcoma: 700/1400 (50%!)

Based on the numbers of patients initially treated a the 9 referral centers per 
year over the incidence of sarcoma patients in Italy



How many sarcoma pathologists support 
sarcoma diagnosis
• Central pathology review through the Italian Network for Rare 

Cancers in Treviso

• Central pathology review at the 9 institutions



There is no Italian Registry for Sarcoma…

… however there are at least 2 large 
institutional prospectively maintained DBs



What is the accepted definition of referral 
center based upon in Italy
• N. of treated patients/year: 100 STS/GIST; 50 Bone Tumors

• N. of surgical procedures/surgeon: 40

• % pts with preop diagnosis: >80%

• % pts discussed at MTD: >90%

• % pts with proper preop assessment: >80%

• % pts with positive resection margin at priary surgery: <15%

• % pts treated with preop multimodality approach: >20%

• Local control and Overall Survival at 5 yrs


