
GISTERS in 

Japan



2002 年 It opened an information exchange site about GIST and sarcoma on 

the Internet

2003 年 Signature activities seeking early approval of Gleevec (former 

caretaker Odashima Kazuhisa)

Submit's signature total number of 62,064 people) to the Minister of 

Health, Labor and Welfare addressed (left)

2006 年 Participated in the 1st Relay for Life Japan in Tsukuba

Formed the Team GISTERS (pictured right)

NPO法人GISTERS



2007 年 Signature activities seeking early approval of Sutent

(Total number of signatures: 134,739) to the Minister of

Health, Labor and Welfare.

2008 年 It opened a patient participatory web site "GISTERS.net“.

(Social media)

2010 年 Start the holding of "patient study sessions" co-sponsored by

the GIST Study Group.

2011 年 Begin participating in the "Patient-Advocate-program" of the

"Japan Society of Cancer Therapy", "Japan Society of Clinical

Oncology."



2010 年 Life Fest 2010 Participation in the LifeFest became a major 

stimulus

From the presentation poster at the Japan Cancer Therapy Association in 2011



2013 年 Corporation the GISTERS.net "Non-Profit-Organization 

GISTERS“ founded.

Request for early approval of Stivarga, Request for expansion of doctor-

initiated clinical trial, Request for implementation of patient support program, 

submitted to Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, National Cancer 

Research Center, Bayer Pharmaceutical.

2015 年 Study Group on Rare Cancer Medicine and Support Members    

Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare.

2017年 Opened "WorkPlace for GISTERS" social media dedicated to GIST 

enlightenment / awareness activities.



Four pillars of activity

1.Provide information to the patient and provide a place 

for learning

2. Support for activities by region

3. Website management

4. Policy recommendations to national and local 

governments



One by one main page

Member diary

All other members 

can see

Comment on diary

Attach photos to comments

Usage situation

Phase 1, March 2008 -

Number of users: 720

Phase 2 2015. February ~

Number of users 312

(2018. As of July 13)

Object:

GIST · Sarcoma patients and families

Usage Fee: Free

Pageview 900 / day



Discussion board of each region

8 areas

10 groups

File sharing function

Group chat function

orkplace for GISTERS

Usage situation

Opening 2017.11 ~

Number of users: 72

Object

NPO corporation GISTERS full members

Dues

¥ 3.000 (year)





GIST AwarenessDay  Seminar Tokyo 2018 in National Cancer Research Center Tsukiji Campus 166 participants 

Dr.Toshiro Nishida

Dr. Akira KawaiDr. Yoshitaka HonmaDr. Youichi Naito Ns. Yoko kato



TAS-116 HSP90

inhibitor

In Japan, the Phase III trial on GIST 

is started from October.

We are aiming for approval in 2020.



DCC-2618 AVAPRITINIB

Regarding these two drugs, there are no 

plans for clinical trials in Japan.

We somehow want to attract these two 

clinical trials in Japan.



Chairman Sumito Nishidate

Secondary chairman Kimie Sakurai

Tokyo area member Yosihiro Takanashi Guitar man

And friends



thank you for your attention


