
Sarcomas in Europe:  
strengthening the policy response

A family of rare cancers that develop in the connective tissues1 

Health care system:  
high costs due  
to variability of  
quality of care

Patients: 
late or mis-diagnosis, 
limited access to 
specialist care?

Significant heterogeneity 

different  
types2

More  
than  

         �in the 
body2

Healthcare 
professionals: 
difficult to acquire 
specialist training  

Research:  
challenging to find 
treatments specific to 
each type of sarcoma
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Some of the poorest patient experiences of any cancer type1 Significant 

of all cancers,
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Only 22% of  
patients participate  

in clinical trials1
patients treated for 

something else6 

Up to 1 in 4Up to 40%  
incorrect 
diagnosis4 5

The Sarcoma Policy Checklist - What is needed to improve sarcoma care? 

Designated and accredited centres of reference for sarcoma in each country1

Greater professional training for all health care professionals involved in 
sarcoma care

2

More rapid access to effective treatments5

Greater incentives for research and innovation 4

A multidisciplinary approach to care for every patient with sarcoma3
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The Sarcoma Policy Checklist was developed by a group of leading representatives from patient organisations, clinical experts and 
industry. This project was initiated and funded by Lilly.
For a copy of the report, go to: www.sarcoma-patients.eu/


